GEELONG NATURALIST 


PLANT GROUP REPORT 


... Joe Hubbard 


At the June meeting Graeme 
Stockton, a member of the 
Management Committee of the 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, 
shared with us his intimate 
knowledge of its flora and fauna and 
the problems facing their survival. 


The nature reserve is located on 
Grubb Road near Ocean Grove, and 
contains the only remaining 
unaltered woodland on the Bellarine 
Peninsula. 


t contains several significant 
vegetation communities. These 
include an extensive area of Grass 
Tree Xanthorrhoea australis and 
Manna Gum Eucalyptus viminalis. 
Adjacent is a bushy area of Black 
Allocasuarina littoralis and Drooping 
Sheoak Allocasuarina verticillata, 
Silver Banksia Banksia marginata 
and Coastal Tea-tree 
Leptospermum laevigatum. Spear 
Grass (4 species of Stipa), Wallaby 
Grasses Danthonias and Kangaroo 
Grass Themeda triandra and 
Rushes Lomandra can be found. 


As Graeme showed with his slides, 
the reserve protects many 
interesting and beautiful plants. Its 
plant list must be getting close to 
200 species. This includes at least 
22 orchids. A bird list has 132 
species with many nesting in the 
reserve. A few mammals and 
reptiles are also present. 


Like many small reserves it is under 
threat from feral and domestic 
animais, foxes, the spread of weeds 
and diseases, foot traffic and 
insidious urban sprawl. The 
widening of Grubb Road impacted 
upon the movement of native 
creatures to and from the reserve. 


The management committee of the 
reserve iS working towards the 
development of a management 
plan. Graeme suggested that part 
of this plan should be the 
encouragement of private 
landholders around the reserve to 
plant indigneous species and thus 
extend the habitat available to our 
native creatures. His vision is to 
extend this to wildlife corridors. 
Given the lie ofthe land a corridor to 
Lake Connewarre would be E 


Mistletoe Notes 
... Valda Dedman 


Our records of the Harlequin 
Mistletoe from the Bellarine 
Peninsula have extended the 
currently published range of this 
species, although it was recorded 
at Clifton Springs in 1894 by W.H. 
Guilfoyle, Director of the 
Melbourne Botanic Gardens, in “A 
contribution to the botany of the 
Bellarine District from Ocean 
Grove to Clifton Springs”, 
published in Volume 4 No. 2 of 
the Geelong Naturalist. The 
plants at the Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve are probably at their 
southern limit. 


With Ray Hodge's help | nave 
rediscovered Drooping 
Mistletoe at O.G.N.R. Thank you 
to Peter Hackett for the Drooping 
Mistletoe from Flaxbournes Lane. 
This species is just beginning to 
flower in our district. 


Creeping Mistletoe is in fruit, not 
quite ripe, but still attractive to 
birds, judging by the number of 
empty fruit “skins” on the ground 
beneath the plants. Ade Foster 
alerted me to both Creeping 
Mistletoe and Harlequin Mistletoe 
at the Dog Rocks. The caterpillars 
hatched from eggs found on 
Creeping Mistletoe at Balyang 
Sanctuary are growing apace and 
are probably of the Imperial 
White Butterfly. Eggs collected at 
Inverleigh on the last excursion 
are possibly moth eggs, which 
hatched the following Sunday. 


PLANT GROUP MEETING 
... Dick Southcombe 


All club members are 
invited to our Tuesday 
9th meeting. 


Pat and Bill Murphy of Ballarat 
FNC will speak about the great 
variety of plants found in the 
Enfield Forest . 


Their presentation will be a 
helpful introduction to our club 
excursion on June 21st. O 


EXCURSION NOTICE 


... Dennis Greenwell 


Excursion, 21st July, 1996 
Enfield Forest 

| shall be picking up the Community 
Bus from its new storage area at the 
rear of the Council offices in 
Reynolds Road, Belmont and 
leaving there at 8.35 a.m. sharp. 
Anyone finding it more convenient 
to meet there may do so. From 
there, | will drive to Karingal to pick 
up the remainder of the people who 
have booked. Others may also 
meet there to car pool. We leave 
Karingal no later than 9.00 a.m. 


We arrive as soon after 10.00 a.m. 
as we can, at Enfield Service Basin 


` where we will meet up with Pat and 


Bill Murphy. This is situated on the 
west side of the Ballarat-Colac 
Road, just north of Little Hard Hills 
Hotel, which is 19kms. from 
Rokewood intersection. We will 
stay here for morning tea, then 
make our way to the Enfield Forest 
Park where we will spend the rest of 
the morning. 


Lunch will be between 12.00 and 
1.00p.m. at Surface Point Picnic 
Area. 


After lunch we will visit Misery 
Creek Road and Dereel bushland 
areas. We will end the excursion 
with a cup of tea and a brief chat 
around 3.30p.m. 

O 


MEMBERS” NIGHT 
... Shirley Southcombe 


Our August 6th meeting will 
commence with a Casserole Tea. 


Please bring a piping hot casserole 
ready to serve at 6.30pm sharp, or 
a sweet for dessert. 


To assist the organisers arrange a 
tempting menu, please indicate on 
the Casserole Tea list tonight, which 
dish you will bring or phone me on 
433 916. 


O 
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JULY 


. . with Joe Hubbard 


Lake and Dune System; Nodding 
Greenhoods; Snail Orchids; Tern 
on the River; Mobbing and 
Mugging; Cuckoos. 


July inthe Lake & Dune System: 
This is an area between Lake 
Murdeduke and Lake Corangamite, 
and for this article centred on Beeac, 
Weering and Eurack. 


Over-wintering Waders: 

Not all migratory waders return to 
their northern hemisphere nesting 
grounds. Small flocks of Red- 
necked Stints and sometimes 
Curlew Sandpipers can be found on 
the shores and adjacent paddocks 
around the many lakes in this area. 


Return of Silver Gulls: 
This is the time they return to breed 
on islands in this lake system. Their 
presence is accentuated by their 
attendance on farmers cultivating 
their fields. : 


Banded Stilts: 
Poor 1996 rainfall has led to the 
receding of the smaller salt lakes 
e.g. Lake Beeac and Lake Cundare 
making for ideal feeding conditions 
for these birds. 


Yellow-rumped Thornbills: 

These delightful little birds will start 
nesting in late July. They need an 
early start because some pairs get to 
raise three to four broods in a 
season. A breeding group of 1 
female and several males is 
involved in this venture. 


Crimson Rosellas: 

Flocks of immatures move out of the 
hills on to the plains. Immatures lack 
the vivid crimson and blues of adult 
birds - more green than anything 
else, 


Flame Robins: 

Whilst driving, look for these winter 
brighteners on roadside fences. 
Unfortunately there seems to be a 
decline in the numbers of these birds 
which seems a great shame. 


And Now Closer to Home: 


Nodding Greenhoods: 

| guess most of us have a flower 
which heralds a change for the 
better in floral terms. Some go for 
an early Wattle, the Early Nancy, 
or a Scented Sundew, but for me 
it is the Nodding Greenhood 
orchid Pterostylis nutans that 
marks the change of season. 


Its other name of Parrot’s Beak 
orchid gives a reasonable idea of 
its appearance. In good 
conditions it can grow to 30cm. 
but it is certainly not a large or 
striking orchid. It makes up for 
these shortcomings with numbers- 
it sometimes grows in extensive 
colonies. 


For purposes of pollination it 
practises entrapment of insects - 
an interesting story! 


The Dwarf Greenhood or Snail 
Orchid, Pterostylis nana small in 
comparison to the Nodding, is 
another July orchid. Its striped 
white and green hood has two 
thin, often long, vertical growths 
(lateral sepals) embracing and 
above the hood (galea). 


As the book says, it and the 
Nodding can be locally abundant. 
Look down for them! 


Tern on the River: 

If you spy a Caspian Tern 
patrolling the Barwon it will be 
unmistakeable - a large grey and 
white bird with a scarlet bill. Like 
some other terns it will close its 
wings and arrow into the water, 
emerging hopefully, with a fish. 


Caspians nest on the ground. In 
recent times a small colony nested 
on an island in northern Lough 
Calvert (Lake and Dune country). 


Mobbing: 

One morning recently whilst keeping 
an eye on our hawk’s favourite 
backyard perching tree, | was 
intrigued by the fussing around of 
three Pied Currawongs and two Little 
Ravens. Suddenly a Brown 
Goshawk dropped out of the tree 
with these strange bedfellows in 
pursuit. 


| thought these same Ravens were 
contemplating nesting in an 
adjoining gum tree but the book tells 
me they are communal nesters. So 
| dont know! | have seen one 
intrepid Willie Wagtail move on a 
Brown Goshawk, and at another time 
in the same area a small flock of 
Crimson Rosellas gave a repeat 
performance. 


Usually it is the Magpies and 
Australian Magpie Larks which are 
the local muggers of hawks (and 
others) cheered on by a vociferous 
group of New Holland Honeyeaters 
and Red Wattlebirds. 


Have you any unusual mobbing 
incidents to report? Please use the 
club's observation form if they are 
available to you. 


Cuckoos: 
Listen out for a Horsefields Bronze 
Cuckoo and Fan-tailed Cuckoo. 


Compiled with the assistance of 
Gordon McCarthy and Robert 
Missen (Lake and Dune System). 
Very detailed plant lists were 
supplied by Winston Huggins. 


GEELONG NATURALIST 


This will be the last magazine distributed to non-financial members until 


their subscriptions are renewed. 


The deadline to ensure your August copy of the magazine is the night of 


the August general meeting. 


If you receive a “Membership Renewal” form with this magazine it means 
that we have not received your subscription as yet. 


Alban Lloyd-Jones 
Membership Officer 
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CLUB NOTES 


... Claire McCormick 


World Environment Week - our 
display in Market Square was as 
usual very well received by 
members of the public and other 
organisations. People showed quite 
a lot of interest in the material on 
display, especially in the 
microscope (always popular) and 
the aquarium of invertebrates. 
Quite a number of people expressed 
interest in the Club and our 
activities, in fact 10 extra programs 
had to be photocopied at Laserprint 
upstairs! Judging by the public 
response | feel that this display was 
by far the best that | have been 
involved with. | would like to thank 
those who helped, in particular all 
the work that Les Barrow did in 
organising, as well as the 
digital/computer photography. 
Thanks also to Penny Smith, Betty 
and Dave King who also spent quite 
a few hours helping on the day. | 
always enjoy setting up and helping, 
but we really do need a few more 
members for future displays. If you 
would like to become involved 
please let me know. 


It has come to my attention that a 
document proposing a Water Sports 
Course on Belmont Common by the 
Rowing Group Committee headed 
by Bob Grant, has been released. It 
states that clubs which use Belmont 
Common that would be affected by 
the Water Course would have no 
objection provided that they are 
satisfactorily relocated. It points out 
that the golf course runs at a 
financial loss to the Council. Mr 
Stewart McArthur (Federal Member 
for Corangamite) has also written to 
COGG supporting the proposal. 


We have received a letter asking for 
us to nominate a representative for 
their committee. Jerringot itself 
should not be effected by the 
proposal, but do you wish the Club 
to support or oppose this 
development? lt was strongly 
suggested that we contact these 
other clubs and environmental 
groups about saving Belmont 
Common. 


We are in debt to Kate Hackett for 
reproducing (read re-typing) the 
Club Constitution. Each member 
of the Committee now has a copy. 
Thanks Kate! 


Please submit your comments 
about the magazine to us ASAP 
for consideration at the meeting 
of the Publication Committee. 

O 


Some well deserved 
thanks 
... Barry Lingham 


THANK YOU - WINSTON 
HUGGINS & THE PLANT 
GROUP 


Many members of the Plant 
Group have been involved in the 
production of the report entitled 
"The Floristic Survey of Western 
(Basalt) Plains Grasslands on 
Railway Reserves". 

This document is a credit to all 
the members of the Plant Group 
who had an input into it's creation, 
but the work done by Winston 
Huggins in identifying the lesser 
known plants and documenting 
them in the report deserves a 
special mention. Winston's 
particular knowledge and 
expertise relating to local plants 
has lead to the compilation of a 
useful and comprehensive 
reference that should assist in the 
preservation and management of 
the flora of the Railway reserves. 


THANK YOU - RACHEL KEARY, 
TREVOR PESCOTT & VALDA 


DEDMAN 


The City of Greater Geelong is 
currently reviewing the status of 
land situated in Wandana Heights 
that forms part of the Barwon 
River valley. The committee has 
been concerned at some of the 
implications of these changes 
(such as the leasing of land 
between private dwellings and the 
river reserve to those living 
adjacent to these sections). 


Rachel, Trevor and Valda have 
made an extensive investigation 
of the area and compiled a report 


that will be presented to the 


council. The report includes 


photographs of the area, analysis of 
significant vegetation and fauna 
plus important geological and fossil 
sites. 


This report is a credit to the 
knowledge and skills of the three 
people involved. The club will keep 
a copy in our library and we hope to 
also present a copy to Deakin 
University so that the information in 
this well researched document is 
also available to the public. The 
club extends our appreciation to 
Rachel, Trevor and Valda for a job 
well done. 


" THANK YOU - FAY WRAY 


Fay is a talented artist who has 
volunteered her skills for many of 
the S.F.N.C publications. 
Examples of her work include the 
drawings in the "A Geelong Nature 
Guide" brochure, the new cover of 
the "Geelong Naturalist" and the 
illustrations on both the 1995/96 and 
current Club programs. We all 
appreciate the time and effort that 
Fay has put in to enhancing Club 
publications. 

O 


VICTORIAN FIELD 
NATURALISTS CLUBS 
ASSOCIATION 

... Dick Southcombe 


At the annual meeting of the 
VFNCA, held at Mt Martha in March, 
an interim committee was appointed 
and asked to draw up draft 
guidelines regarding the future of 
the association based upon 
recommendations from a special 
meeting held last July. 


All clubs now have the opportunity 
to comment on the interim 
committee’s first draft. This is 
headed Rules and Regulations of 
the VFNCA and is on the 
noticeboard tonight. GFNC 
members are asked to contact 
Diana Primrose or Dick 
Southcombe with their suggestions 
about the role of the VFNCA and its 
operation in the future. 


o 
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A SAD LITTLE WETLAND? 


by Ade Foster 


Most of us will have noticed how the 
works being undertaken at Yollinko 
are Starting to pay off. The area is 
looking very good at the moment 
with young eucalypts, acacias and 
Tussock Grass growing well right 
across the wetland, and the 
boardwalks are nearing completion. 


A couple of hundred metres north, 
between Shannon Avenue and the 
hockey field is another smaller 
water, which obviously hasn't had 
the same focus on it. It was 
bulldozed into being at the end of 
the Yollinko works, and seemed to 
be almost an afterthought. For 
many months it was empty, and 
looked rather sad; just a patch of 
bare earth beside the green sward of 
the playing field. 


Then came the November floods, 
and when the waters receded, the 
little wetland was full. Immediately 
the birds moved in, Purple 
Swamphen, Dusky Moorhen and 
Black Duck on the water, and White- 
faced Herons, Black-fronted plover 
and Latham's Snipe patrolling the 
shore. Common Froglets and 
Ewing's Treefrogs could be heard 
calling each evening, and the 
number of invertebrate species 
found in this tiny wetland is 
amazing. (am currently conducting 
a survey of the invertebrates.) 


As the summer wore on, Yollinko 
dried out, (part of the plan, as many 
wetlands are ephemeral). But the 
sad little wetland's water remained, 
and although it was fast drying out 
through April, the rains have 
replenished it to some extent, and it 
still holds water as | write. As the 
mudflat area increased the plovers 
visited more often, and two or three 
can be seen there most of the time. 


The once sad little wetland is 
proving a great success in the 
Yollinko project. 

O 


Next Month... 


August 6th. 
“Protecting 
Environment” 


Geelong's 


In view of Carl Schallers 
retirement from the E P Authority 
since we arranged our program. 
Tony Robinson will be our guest 
speaker on 6th August and Carl 
will be our guest for the evening. 


Tony Robinson, Manager of 
EPA's South West Region will be 
speaking on Corio Bay air quality 
in Geelong and EPA's role in 
reducing the environmental 
impact of pollution. Tony trained 
as a chemical engineer and is 
studying environmental science. 


He has been with the EPA for 
seven years, the last three in 
Geelong working with Shell, 
Alcoa and the cement works. 
Tony became manager of the 
South West region in 1996 
following Carl Schaller's 
retirement. 


O 


BONESEED PULL 
25TH - 26TH MAY 
. . Rob Beardsley 


Over the weekend twelve members. 
four Saturday and eight Sunday, put 
in a wonderful effort in keeping 
“abreast of the pest” on the portion 
of the saddle cleared of boneseed. 
This area is making remarkable 
progress on the uphill side of the 
walking path, cleared during the 
eighties, with many trees now 
several metres in height. 


Our work concentrated on removal 
of regrowth, mainly on the downhill 
side of the walking path. Sincere 
thanks to those that found the time 
to offer some TLC to the You Yangs, 
faces all too familiar it seems. 
Although the task is an arduous one, 
the feeling genuinely does diminish 
with the arrival of each volunteer. | 
felt sure that on Sunday my zeal 
was twice that of Saturday. Watch 
this space for our next working bee 
to be held late winter. 


“Please consider”. 


An interim birdlist from the “Sad Little Wetland”, 


compiled by Ade Foster 


Birds seen on the wetland ... November 95 - April 96 


White-faced Heron 


Ardea novaehollandiae 


Cattle Egret 

Rufous Night-Heron 
White Ibis 

Straw-necked Ibis 

Royal Spoonbill 

Pacific Black Duck 

Dusky Moorhen 

Purple Swamphen 
Eurasian Coot 

Masked Lapwing 
Black-fronted Plover 
Latham's Snipe 

Galah 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Welcome Swallow 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Willie Wagtail 

Superb Fairy-wren 


Ardea alba 

Nycticorax calendensis 
Threskiornis molucca 
Threskiornis spinicollis 
Platelea regia 

Anas supercilliosa 
Gallinula tenebrosa 
Porphyrio porphyrio 
Fulica atra 

Vanellus miles 
Charadrius melanops 
Gallinago hardwickii 
Cacatua rosiecapilla 
Cacatua galerita 
Hirundo neoxena, 
Coracina novaehollandiae 
Rhipidura leucophrys 
Malurus cyaneus 
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GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC. 
TREASURERS REPORT 1995/96 
... Ray Baverstock 
Honorary Treasurer 


l am pleased to announce that 
following several years of declining 
membership numbers, this trend 
has been halted and we were able to 
maintain our numbers. During the 
year there were eight resignations 
and ten members did not renew 
their subscriptions, but we were 
happy to welcome nineteen new 
members. In this regard the 
combined syllabus and membership 
application forms proved beneficial. 


Subscriptions received of $4246.00 
were above budget and the 
combined interest received from 
ANZ Common Fund and the 
General Account totalled $918.84 
compared with $626.48 last year. 


We were able to cover the costs of 
producing the “Geelong Bird 
Report”, but sales of these were a 
little disappointing, and large stocks 
of both the 1993 and 1994 editions 
remain to be sold. 


This report should prove to be 
invaluable not: only to current 
members, but for generations to 
come, as a guide to bird movements 
and numbers in the region. 


| would therefore urge members 
to give this publication their full 
support. There is still a large 
number of other publications for 
resale and it is hoped we will be 
able to clear these during the 
coming year. 


During the year the final printing 
of “A Geelong Nature Guide” was 
made at a cost of $740.45 thus 
expendirg the grant received 
from DCNR several years ago. 
This publication is distributed free 
of charge through libraries, tourist 
venues etc. and the committee is 
trying to obtain funds for a reprint. 


Other major items of expenditure 
were printing costs of $2325.00 
(including $660.00 from last 
year), postage$658.18 and hall 
rental $820.00. 


In view of the current climate of 
litigation, the committee decided 
to increase our insurance cover 
for public liability from Sim. to 
$5m. at an additional cost of 
$74.69, thus making our total 
insurance premiums $527.10. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 1996/97. 


For some time an amount of 
$1084.00 has been set aside for 
special purposes and the committee 
has decided to use some of this to 
purchase a laser printer to assist in 
the production of the combined 
Newsletter/Magazine and to also 
upgrade our library stocks. It is 

- envisaged that a considerable 
amount will be used to purchase 
more library books. 


| would like to thank all who have 
assisted me during the year, 
especially our Membership Officer, 
Mr. Alban Lloyd-Jones who not only 
maintains membership records but 
has put in considerable time 
ensuring that our new look “Geelong 
Naturalist” is brought into being. 


Thanks to Mr David Brunton who 
has again agreed to audit our 
financial statements. 


Ray Baverstock 
Hon. Treasurer 
437 025 

O 


The committee has recommended that subscription rates for 1996/97 be as follows: 


Supporting Members (including Monthly Publication) 


Ordinary Members (including Monthly Publication) 


Joint/Family Members (including Monthly Publication) 


Junior/Student Members (including Monthly Publication) 


Corporate Members (including Monthly Publication) 


Subscription to Monthly Publication only 


$35.00 
$25.00 
$35.00 

$5.00 
$30.00 


$20.00 
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BIRD GROUP REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


25 June 1996 


Our guest speaker for the meeting 
was Vic Hurley who spoke to us 
about his studies and adventures in 
observing Peregrine Falcons. 


Vic is an officer in the Department of 
Resources and Environment, but he 
has been the driving force behind 
the privately run group, the Victorian 
Peregrine Project. Vic has managed 
to obtain sponsorship from many 
groups to help fund the study of 
Peregrines and the conservation of 
their habitat needs. He has 
volunteered large amounts of his 
own time to work on this important 
project and atthe same time inspired 
many other people to also become 
involved. 


The Peregrine Falcon is an 
uncommon bird in Victoria with an 
estimated 200 pairs of birds located 
throughout the state. They have 
been recorded breeding in most 
areas except the Mallee, the higher 
elevations in the Alps and in East 
Gippsland forests. Further 
investigation may shed more light on 
the question as to whether the lack 
of breeding observations at these 
sites is due to an absence of suitable 
nest sites or the rarity of observers 
visiting these places. 


The Peregrine Falcon is found 
worldwide with the exception of New 
Zealand and Antarctica. Twenty six 
subspecies are recorded with our 
particular subspecies named Falco 
Peregrinus Macrocarpus. 


This falcon is one of the most deadly 
hunters in the avian kingdom, able to 
reach speeds in excess of 300 Kph 
as they stoop from high altitudes to 
stun their prey with a blow from their 
heavy claws. The power of these 
blows can be appreciated from Vic's 
story of a Peregrine killing a fully 
grown Wedge-tailed Eagle with a 
blow to the head. The falcons will 
defend their nest site against other 
birds of prey plus any invading 
animals (including humans!). 


Peregrines choose a variety of 
nest types, but they do not bother 
to actually construct their own 
nest. The most common sites are 
on cliff ledges, and they have 
taken advantage of the artificial 
cliffs formed at many Victorian 
quarry sites. Some nests are 
constructed in tree hollows, often 
in River Red Gums. A small but 
interesting number of nests have 
been located on man made 
structures such as silos or towers. 


One of the more famous Victorian 
nest sites was on a window ledge 
on the 35th floor of the Optus 
Centre building in Melbourne City. 
The pair started nesting here in 
1991 and have successfully 
reared young in each year since. 
Vic has been instrumental in their 
fame. He arranged the 
installation of a nesting tray on the 
ledge plus a video camera. This 
difficult task was made even more 
perilous by the falcons attacking 
Vic as he was putting the 
equipment in place. Hundreds of 
people have observed the monitor 
on the ground floor of the building, 
watching the parents raising their 
chicks. The media have given the 
story a high profile each time the 
falcons have nested. 


Program change... 


The speaker for the Bird Group on 
July 23 : 


Dale Tonkinson 


¡“Birds Next Door - 


S.E. South Australia” 


Peregrines take a wide variety of 
prey, preferring other bird species 
if they are available. Galahs and 
other parrots are commonly taken, 
as well as starlings and sparrows. 
Insects, lizards and small 
mammals are also eaten. 


Domestic pigeons are a common 
food item and this has led to some 
pigeon racers attempting to kill 
Peregrines. Large fines are given 
to anyone harming the birds, but it 
has been difficult to catch the 
offenders. 


See page 12 forthe answer. 


Vic has been visiting as many nest 
sites as possible to band the falcons. 
Eventually this scheme should allow 
a much better understanding of 
movements, breeding success and 
longevity of the birds. 


As part of his volunteer work in the 
Victorian Peregrine Project, Vic has 
pioneered many new methods of 
bird management. One particular 
nest site was on a quarry wall where 
the rock was needed by the 
company involved. Vic organised a 
nest box (built by prison labour) on a 
large pole to be erected some 50 
metres from the cliff nest and then 
transferred the chicks to the new 
nest box. Within a day, the parents 
were feeding the chicks at the new 
nest. This pleased Vic as the quarry 
workers had grown very protective 
towards "their Peregrines" and it was 
rumoured that they would force Vic 
to personally feed the chicks if the 
parents did not return! 


The quarry workers, along with the 
managers have come to respect the 
falcons. They were very wary of a 
potential "greenie" telling them what 
they can and cannot do at their sites 
and it is a credit to Vic's promotion 
skills that he has built a strong 
relationship with the quarry industry. 
They are sponsors of the project and 
take pride in carefully developing the 
quarries without threatening nest 
sites. 


Vic completed his talk with a series 
of impressive slides showing the 
falcons breeding, attacking and 
perching. 


Almost fifty people attended Vic's 
talk and we all appreciated his 
professional presentation and very 
interesting stories about that king of 
the sky, the Peregrine Falcon. 

m 


What bird was that... 


| wonder what bird was so interesting 
that two grown men were seen 
running after it by Grant Baverstock 
at Lethbridge? 


GEELONG NATURALIST 


MAY MEETING REPORT 


. . Dennis Greenwell 


Report of our guest speaker 
Sid Cowling on 7 May 1996. 


At the meeting, Sid showed slides 
which spanned 32 years and 
entertained us with various 
anecdotes from his long career with 
the variously named Government 
Departments that we are most 
recently calling Department of 
Natural Resources and 
Environment. (What has happened 
to the Conservation component?) 


Some of the matters discussed, 
were the particular problems faced 
by wildlife managers in Australia 
compared with other continents due 
to the unpredictable nature of our 
seasons. Added to this, are 
problems with access to remote and 
sometimes seasonally unreachable 
areas, such as Kakadoo during The 
Wet. 


lt was explained, how often, what 
appears to be a logical conclusion, 
may be badly flawed. For example 
in less enlightened times, birds 
were shot and sent for laboratory 
analysis of stomach contents 
perhaps several days later. During 
this period of delay, the digestion 
process had continued and the 
subsequent findings would only 
indicate the presence of the least 
indigestible items of the unfortunate 
specimen's last meal. This did not 


in very many cases, indicate the 
presence of soft plant material or 
invertebrates. Thus whole plant 
communities could be omitted 
from the list of desirable species 
to have in a wetland. Plants can 
be directly beneficial because 
they are themselves eaten, or 
indirect in that they provide food 
for important prey species. 


Another potential for drawing 
wrong conclusions is where 
similar species, sometimes in the 
same genus are thought to have 
the same basic requirements, 
whereas in reality they have 
totally different needs. 


The importance of urban wetlands 
was stressed as this is often the 
first contact that some people 
have with this type of habitat and 
may often lead to a greater 
awareness of wetlands and 
indeed the natural world at large. 
Size too, as well as apparent 
Suitability, should not be:a limiting 
factor in their importance. What 
is important, is the variety of 
habitat types incorporating well 
vegetated buffer zones and their 
linking via suitable corridors. 


Sid was able to spend several 
hours of the afternoon prior to the 
meeting at Jerringot Wetland. 
Accompanied by a number of club 
members he offered not only 
many suggestions as to its 
management, but also asked 
some questions that have proven 
quite challenging to some of our 
previously held views. 

O 


VALE JOYCE HUNT 


LIBRARIAN'S ANNUAL 


REPORT 
... Betty Moore 


| think the library has had another 
fulfilling year. Many members have 
made use of both reference and 
loan facilites. 


During the year a library sub- 
committee consisting of Claire 
McCormick, Rachael Keary, Ray 
Baverstock and myself was formed 
with a view to easier liaison between 
library and committee. 


Again, a reminder to new members 
that there are many books and 
magazines on the shelves which 
club membership qualifies them to 
borrow. 


As our President mentioned in a 
previous publication, the club now 
has access to extra storage space, 
and happily this will allow a little 
opening up of space on the shelves. 


There is a Surplus of some old 
Geelong Naturalists, and anyone 
wishing to do So could obtain copies 
for a small fee. 


| would like to thank Valda Dedman 
who indexes and codes the books, 
also the table assistants, Lorraine 
Preston, Lauris Mathison, Valerie 
Lloyd-Jones and Rachael Keary. 


O 


... A Tribute by Lauris Mathison 


Joyce Hunt died on 18th May last, in her 84th year. Joyce and her husband 
John were foundation members of the club, joining in 1961. She had a love of 
the outdoors, and gained much enjoyment from the Club's activities. She was 
a contributor to the club publications in which she sometimes exercised her 
penchant for poetry writing. Joyce had an affinity with young people, which 
was an asset when she assisted with the Juniors Group. 


Joyce's husband, John was President of the Geelong Field Naturalist Club 
from 1972 to 1975, and during those years she was an able and energetic 
assistant to him. John predeceased Joyce in 1988. They were a part of our 
club's history. 


10 


GEELONG NATURALIST 


BIRD GROUP 
ANNUAL REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


The Bird Group has continued to 
- provide interesting information, 
discussion and observations about 
birds and a few side issues thrown in 
for good measure. 


Margaret Cameron again organised 
a wide ranging program of speakers, 
both local members and visiting 
experts. Our own G.F.N.C. 
members have educated us about 
"Birds of the Otways" (Trevor 
Pescott), "Thornbills" (Craig Morley), 
"Orange-bellied Parrots" (Linda Lee) 
and "Australasian Gannets" 
( Heather Gibb). It was particularly 
pleasing to see the excellent 
research, perseverance and courage 
shown by one of our younger 
members, Heather Gibb, as She 
studied the nesting habits of the 
gannets of Port Phillip Bay. These 
birds deliver a nasty bite and can 
scratch deep cuts with their claws. 
Her work has lead to a much greater 
understanding of the breeding habits 
of the gannets. 


Guest speakers topics of discussion 
included Rory O'Brien's account of 
Gould's historical trips in Australia, 
Bill Emison's talk about the perils 
faced by the Red-tailed black 
Cockatoo and Michael McGrath who 
amazed us all with his use of high- 
tech equipment to monitor the 
nesting behaviour of Fairy Martins. 


Thank you to those who submitted 
bird observation records. These 
records give both experienced and 
novice bird watchers a sense of what 
is happening on the local scene in 
terms of bird behaviour, distribution 
and populations. Special thanks are 
due to Alban Lloyd-Jones for 
entering the records onto his 
computer. 


The observations are now collated 
and published annually in the 
"Geelong Bird Report". This report 
is compiled by Marilyn Hewish and 
edited by Marilyn and Margaret 
Cameron. The publication is an 
invaluable record of local bird life 
that is a credit to both Marilyn and 
the members of the Bird Group. 


Once again, the bird group 
members have been active in the 
summer and winter wader counts. 
This long term data record has 
allowed analysis of trends in 
wader populations. The data has 
also shown the importance of the 
series of wetlands surrounding 
Geelong and the need to 
conserve these habitats. 
Developments such as the 
proposed chemical storage facility 
at Point Lillias can pose a major 
threat to the wader populations. 
Each individual wetland forms 
part of a complex habitat 
necessary forthe well being ofthe 
waders. Different wetlands 
provide food sources at different 
times of year or they may give 
shelter from storms coming from 
a particular direction. Margaret 
Cameron and Graeme Tribe have 
helped to keep us all aware of the 
Point Lillias debate and other 
conservation issues throughout 
the year. 


Two groups of observers again 
tackled the annual Challenge Bird 
Count. This is a full day of bird 
watching (and listening for calls). 
| would strongly recommend 
beginners to try and attend this 
day as you will be introduced to 
some great birding Sites as well as 
observing over 100 different bird 
Species. 


The reason | particularly enjoy 
going along to the Bird Group 
meetings is the good will, 
friendship, intelligence and 
humour of those who come along 
to our meetings; "Birdos" are 
certainly nice people to know! 


D 


Hot off the press 
... Valerie Lloyd-Jones 


Six hardy folk braved the elements at 
Jerringot last Saturday morning. 
Productive work was done, clearing 
weeds around our previous plantings 
and spreading mulch. A tiny dark 
green tree frog was a pleasant find. 


It was pleasing to see good growth on 
many plants with quite a lot of self 
seeding, especially acacias and 
Kangaroo Apples. This has been 
achieved in just over two years and 
the area now has a cared-for look. 

O 


LIBRARY NOTES 


... Betty Moore| 


AA A ni EE Roo EE A OW NAPA dka E 


For your next trip how about The 
Living Desert? 2,400 ha of rugged 
hills north of Broken Hill, established 
as a reserve by the B H City Council 
in 1994. It is part of the Willyama 
Common, about 12,000 ha reserved 
in 1888 as a grazing area, which 
over the years became denuded of 
vegetation by overgrazing and prone 
to sand drift and dust storms. 
Regeneration reserves were 
commenced in 1936. The Living 
Desert has many features 
associated with the ecology of the 
Barrier Ranges, is rich in aboriginal 
history and culture, and also forms 
part of Broken Hill's water catchment 
area. 


Anyway, the library now has a 
marvellous little book written by Sid 
Cowling with photographs and drawn 
illustrations by Jon Las Gourgues, 
giving an overall coverage of the 
area in a concise, easily accessible 
presentation. lt is titled “The Living 
Desert”. 


“Managing Your Weiland" Vic 
Wetlands Trust Inc. £ DCNR. by 
Nan Oates. A practical guide for 
landholders on all aspects of 
planning, setting up and ongoing 
management of wetlands. Well 
illustrated with diagrams and 
coloured photographs. 


Australia NATURE, Winter 1996, 
Land of Nectar by Tim Low. 
Compared with Europe which has no 
bird-pollinated flowers, Australian 
forests are exceptionally well 
endowed with nectar loving birds, 
(more than 70 different honeyeaters 
and lorikeets), and over 1000 
pollinated plants. The article goes 
into the role this fact has played in 
the continent's evolution, and 
benefits for Australian aborigines. 


Macquarie Island is featured in 
Photoart. 


WILDLIFE Australia, Autumn 1996. 
RAMSAR convention issue. Articles 
on Moreton Bay, Coral Reefs, 
Migratory Wildlife, to name but a 
few. There is also a special lift-out 
section on the bush environs around 
Brisbane which include eucalypt 
forests, wetlands, mangroves, 
mudflats, rainforests & paperbark 
woodlands. o 
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JUNE MEETING REPORT 


.. Dennis Greenwell 


Report of a talk by Tom 
Rich on palaeontology with 
slides and videotape. 


Tom Rich presented a most 
informative and entertaining talk on 
fossil dinosaurs. He began by giving 
a brief history of dinosaur discovery 
both here and overseas and then 
gave a detailed account of how 
Dinosaur Cove, as it has come to be 
known, was explored. It began in 
earnest back in 1984, when a team 
of volunteers raised a couple of 
thousand dollars before starting work 
on a small unnamed cove west of 
Cape Otway. 


In the first year they had the benefit 
of a helicopter to ferry their 
equipment down the steep Cliffs. 
However the next year they were 
forced to carry it in manually which 
proved to be a difficult and 
dangerous task. It became apparent 
that the cheapest solution to the 
problem would be to build a “flying 
fox." This proved to be very 
successful and until 1994, was used 
to great effect. The ever constant 
presence of the sea too, was of 
constant concern and after having 
one lot of equipment washed off the 
rocks by waves, a scaffold some 10 
metres high was erected with a good 
work surface mounted on top. 


The nature of the "dig" was such, 
that it was necessary to drill the rock 
in order to place explosives and 
blast a tunnel into the area where it 
was expected to find dinosaur 
remains. The ratio of overburden to 
fossil bearing rock was somewhere 
in the order of 30:1, so from the 600 
tonnes of rock removed, about 20 
tonnes had the potential for 
containing fossils. In the 10 year 
period that work was conducted at 
the site, somewhere in the order of 
40,000 man (and woman) hours 
were spent in this laborious and 
sometimes dangerous work. 


Many interesting things have come 
to the attention of Tom and his team 
over the years. For example, the 


dinosaurs known as 
LABRYINTHODONTS had died 
out in other parts of the world 200 
million years earlier than the ones 
being found in rocks at Inverloch, 
near Wilsons Promontory, also 
remains of ALLOSAURUS have 
been found in Victorian rocks that 
were between 15-20 million years 
younger than anywhere else in the 
world. 


This question of age and origin 
becomes even more intriguing. 
The occurrence of early 
Cretaceous dinosaurs is 
disproportionately larger in 
Australian rocks than elsewhere in 
Gondwana and bones from the 
family PROTOCERATOPS found 
in Alberta B.C. are 
indistinguishable from others 
found in Australia. Given that 
they came from two sites 
separated by such distance and 
time (45 million years), it is 
inconceivable that the species 
should appear identical, but that 
seems to be the case. 


Another interesting find was the 
skull of HYPSOLOPHO- 
DONTIDS. The curious thing 
about this skull is the large optic 
lobe that is present. It was 
suggested that this could perhaps 
indicate enhanced vision in poor 
light, such as might be expected 
in a polar winter. As Victoria was 
much further south at the time 
when these animals lived, it could 
be an adaptation for survival in 
those months of permanent night. 
This further prompts the question, 
as to whether or not these animals 
had some way of regulating their 
own body temperature. 


As to Tom's future directions, he 
is still involved in the site at 
Inverloch, although he has been 
able largely to delegate 
operations to members of his 
team. He is involved in some 
very interesting work in Argentina, 
which promises many new things 
to be discovered. Perhaps the 
most exciting project though, is 
the proposed tunnelling into the 
permafrost in Alaska. 


Tom explained that by using the 
frozen river as the means of 
access, he would be able to bring 
in heavy mining equipment and 


bore into the frozen banks. Once a 
short distance into the permafrost, a 
door could be installed to keep the 
worst of the weather out and work 
could continue inside, in the relative 
comfort of -3 degrees. The really 
extraordinary thing about this 
particular site, is that there is the 
Opportunity to access a "window" of 
some 40 million years, unlike most 
other places where the time frame is 
much less. 


In conclusion, | feel sure that all who 
attended the presentation, went 
away with a greater appreciation of 
the challenges and problems 
associated with this kind of scientific 
study, both academic and practical. 
| feel sure that we will be hearing 
much more from Tom Rich and his 


. unconventional discovery methods 


in the years ahead. 


The vote of thanks was given by 


Judy Rowe. 
O 


COSMOS CORNER 


While the months fly past in our busy 
lives we tend to forget the 
remarkable little spacecraft Galileo 
which is now in its seventh year. 


Most of that time was used to travel 
to Jupiter where it arrived last 
December. A smart probe was sent 
down to Jupiter where the huge giant 
crushed it as expected. 


Galileo left on a million kilometre 
journey to Ganymede, the largest 
moon of Jupiter. It arrived just last 
week and will pass within 800 km to 
send back pictures of the moon. 


Another item of interest is the 
detection of a planetary system 
around the star Lelande 21185. The 
planet cannot be seen because the 
star is too bright, but we know that 
there are one, two or three planets 
which means that we have now 
detected a total of about six planets 
in all. 


Lelande is almost our closest star, 
being only eight light years away. 
However, if our space craft travel at 
one thousand times their present 
speed, they will still take over forty 
years to travel to Lelande. 

O 
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BIRD OBSERVATION REPORTS -- compiled by Barry Lingham. 

Observations were submitted by Ray Baverstock (RBa), Lauris Mathison (LM), Rohan Bugg (RBu), Don 
Larcombe (DL), David King (DK), Tim Tarr (TT), Barry Lingham (BL), Rachael Keary (RK), Ron Mole (RMo), 
Judy Rowe (JR), Kaye Campbell (KC), Lorraine Preston (LP), Dick Southcombe (DS), Marilyn Hewish (MHe). 


Brolga 1 10.6.96 Inverleigh/Shelford Rd 
Great Egret 1 13.6.96 Heathdale Wetland 
Little Egret 1 24.6.96 Little River Mouth 
Australian Crake 1 24.6.96 Little River (West. Treat.Plant) 
Black Duck 20 20.6.96 Pettavel 
Black-shouldered Kite 1 13.4.96 Portarlington 
Whistling Kite 5 22.6.96 Connewarre 
Brown Goshawk 1 12.4.96 Portarlington 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 2 14.6.96 Pettavel 
2 4.6.96 Cobbledick's Ford 
White-breasted Sea Eagle 2 24.6.96 Western Treatment Plant 
##Brown Quail 6 22.5.96 Portarlington 
Stubble Quail 1 6.6.96 Cobbledick's Ford 
Banded Lapwing 2 24.6.96 Little River Town 
Black-fronted Plover 1 11.6.96 Heaihdale Wetiand 
Black-winged Stilt 2820 1156306 Heathdale Wetland 
Banded Stilt $) - 24.6.96 Paradise Rd (West. Treat. Plant) 
Fairy Tern D 24.6.96 Little River Mouth 
Yellow-tail Black-Cockatoo 24 4.6.96 Highton 
40 1.6.96 Mt. Duneed 
24 4.6.96 Highton 
56 21.6.96 Pettavel 
44 16.6.96 Pettavel 
Long-billed Corella 420 10.6.96 Pettavel He andine 
Little Corella 150 10.6.96 Pettavel bird was 
Sulphur Crested Cockatoo 490 10.6.96 Pettavel 
22 24.5.96 Highton (eating almonds) An emu. 
Crimson Rosella 2 24.5.96 Werribee River (Bungee's Hole) Grant believes that 
7 (juv) 22.6.96 (eating boxthorn berries) it may be an 
Eastern Rosella 10 4.4.96 Inverleigh Common excapee from a 
Red-rumped Parrots 12 22.6.96 Connewarre (6 pairs on wire) local emu farm and 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 1 4.6.96 Cobbledick's Ford (trilling) wonders if the 
1 3.5.96 Little River Town (trilling) three are still 
Horsfield's Bronze-cuckoo 3 24.6.96 Werribee area running. 
Southern Boobook 2 12.5.96 Highton(heard several evenings) 
Eastern Yellow Robin 1 23.6.96 Inverleigh Common 
The robin was calling loudly and continuously whilst moving about 
Jacky Winter 1 1.6.96 Manifold Heights JR 
Golden Whistler (female) 1 25.6.96 Highton (eating spiders) RMo 
(male) 1 24.6 96 Highton RMo 
The whistler took meat strips set out to feed magpies. 3 people within 2 metres. 
Grey Fantail 2 12.6.96 Belmont KC 
3 5.4.96 Portarlington DK 
5 4.4.96 Inverleigh Common DK 
Willie Wagtail 1 19.6.96 Belmont LP 
Spotted Quail-Thrush 2 16.6.96 Brisbane Ranges RBu 
Little Grassbird 4 11.6.96 ` Heathdale Wetlands RBu 
Golden-headed Cisticola* 2 16.6.96 Lake Beeac DS 
Spiny-checked Honeyeater 2 4.6.96 Cobbledick's Ford RBu 
Zebra Finch 12 8.6.96 Bacchus Marsh Town MHe 
Diamond Firetail 8+ 4.6.96 


Exford RBu 


*Noted on club excursion to the area. Concern that only one small lake edge reserve exists. 


## Dave heard a loud thump on his front window and noted a quail on his lawn. Upon going outside to investigate further, 
the rest of the flock flushed out from a garden bed adjacent to the house. Dave had not seen quail in his garden before 
or since this time. There have been very few reports of Brown Quail in the Geelong area this century. 
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